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Ivy League Christian
Foundations

The eight Ivy League Universities were
established with strong Christian roots.

Harvard College’s purpose was to develop
competent ministers of the Gospel so that
a “succession of a learned and able min-
istry might be educated.”1

The first college rules of Yale ordained
that: “every student shall consider the
main end of his duty to know God and
Jesus Christ.”2

Princeton was established to advance “the
kingdom and the interests of the blessed
Jesus.”3

Much more could be written about the
Christian underpinnings of the Ivy League.

1,2,3 See www.Christian-Union.org for references.

The Ivy League Adrift

Although these universities were largely
established to bring glory to Jesus Christ,
they have drifted far from their moorings.

The current spiritual and moral state is
extremely distressing. The faculty scholar-
ship and the campus environment are
hostile to Christianity.

• Dartmouth Chapel’s stained glass win-
dows were boarded up because of their
explicitly Christian nature.

• Princeton’s Chair of the Ethics Depart-
ment, Peter Singer, advocates infanti-
cide, euthanasia, polyamory, bestiality,
and necrophilia. He has been called by
the The New York Times the most influ-
ential philosopher alive.

• Harvard attempted to de-recognize an
undergraduate Christian ministry because
it required its leaders to be Christian.

• Brown’s Queer Alliance holds an annual
“Power, Sex, God” party on campus that
boasts public sexual encounters. It is
paid for in part by the student activity fee.

• Professors regularly dismiss basic Chris-
tian beliefs, such as divine revelation and
miracles, as unworthy of discussion.

Countless other examples can be cited.

The disturbing moral and spiritual state of the Ivy League is particularly concerning
because these universities are among the world’s most culturally influential institutions.
Their students and alumni include:

Business
• Warren Buffett (Penn & Columbia)
• Steve Forbes (Princeton)
• Bill Gates (Harvard)
• Martha Stewart (Columbia)
• Donald Trump (Penn)

Media
• Charles Gibson (Princeton)
• William Kristol (Harvard & Penn)
• Bill O’Reilly (Harvard)
• Ted Turner (Brown)

Law and Politics
• Eight of the Supreme Court Justices
• George H. W. Bush (Yale)
• George W. Bush (Yale & Harvard)
• Bill & Hillary Clinton (Yale)
• Barack Obama (Columbia)

Arts
• Jodie Foster (Yale)
• Yo-Yo Ma (Harvard)
• Brooke Shields (Princeton)
• Oliver Stone (Yale)

“If the intellectual and spiritual source
of power, vision and dominance in the
world today, namely, the UNIVERSITY, is
itself determined by such a radical
alienation from Jesus Christ… is there
the slightest doubt that only disaster
awaits us all?”

Charles Malik, former President of the
United Nations General Assembly

St. Paul’s Chapel, Columbia University

Brown Motto: “In God We Hope”

As the Ivy League goes, so goes the world.

If we are going to reach the world for the Gospel, we must see the Ivy League transformed for Jesus Christ.



Our Founding

Christian Union was founded in January
2002 by Matt Bennett and other Ivy
League alumni concerned about the spir-
itual state of the Ivy League and the
resulting implications for society.

Before founding Christian Union, Matt
served for twelve years with Campus Cru-
sade for Christ at Princeton and was uti-
lized by God to develop one of the largest
ministries in Ivy League history, approach-
ing ten percent of the undergrad-
uate student body.

Our Mission

The mission of Christian Union, by God’s
power and with the help of other min-
istries, is to change the world by bringing
sweeping spiritual transformation to the
Ivy League Universities, thereby develop-
ing and mobilizing godly leadership to
transform all sectors of society.

Our Goals

Although nearly 50% of Americans are in
church on any given Sunday, only 3%-8%
of students at any Ivy League school par-
ticipate in ministries. The percentage of
faculty and staff participation is even
lower.

Christian Union’s goal is to see 20% of
students, faculty and staff involved with a
Christian ministry by the year 2020.

Our Distinctives

Christian Union is a totally new ministry
model geared toward the achievement of
unparalleled transformation of the Ivy
League campuses. Christian Union:

• Focuses exclusively on the Ivy League
to maximize impact.

• Mobilizes Christian alumni, family
members and others to provide the
necessary support.

• Supports like-minded campus
organizations and individuals in the Ivy
League in a spirit of unity.

• Provides in-depth biblical teaching
with an emphasis on the ministry
of the Holy Spirit.

“In their mission to the Ivy League campuses, Christian Union has emerged as a powerful influence in building tomorrow's leaders."

– Steve Douglass (Harvard ‘69) President, Campus Crusade for Christ



Your Partnership Matters

It will require God’s work and all of our energies to turn
these universities around.

There are a total of 228,000 students, staff and faculty at the
eight Ivy League Universities.

It will take hundreds of workers and millions of dollars to
adequately reach the Ivy League for Jesus Christ. We need
your partnership in this important work.

Please consider:
• Giving generously to this ministry
• Praying fervently
• Referring like-minded individuals
• Joining or starting a City Christian Union

Provision of godly, capable, long-term ministry workers
to offer Ivy-League quality biblical teaching and programs
“I have been waiting my whole life for a Bible study like this.”
- Princeton student commenting on the C.U. Bible Course

A Ministry Center on each campus providing meeting space
Christian Union centers are currently operational at Brown, Cornell,
and Princeton.

Relevant evangelism
Campus media campaigns and Christian book distributions share
the Gospel in a pertinent way.

Communication among Christians
Christian Union publishes a free quarterly magazine, The Ivy League
Christian Observer, to inform believers of the opportunities and
challenges for the Gospel.

Organized prayer
Christian Union’s Prayer for the Ivy League initiative mobilizes
believers globally to pray for the campuses.

Gatherings of like-minded people
The Ivy League Congress on Faith and Action challenges students,
staff, faculty, alumni, and others to change the world for Christ.

Also City Christian Unions are being created world-wide to mobilize
believers to reach back to the Ivy League and into the world.

Support for other campus ministries
In addition to doing our own ministry programs, Christian Union
provides partnership grants to like-minded organizations.

Our Initiatives

Contact us to discuss how you can help:

(609) 688-1700

www.Christian-Union.org/involvement



240 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey 08542

(609) 688-1700

www.Christian-Union.org

info@Christian-Union.org

I give to Christian Union, because the ministry has
the integrity and experience to achieve its goal to see

the sweeping spiritual transformation of the Ivy League.
Eric Halverson

Cornell ‘88, Harvard ‘91 – CU Board Member

“There is no more important task than engaging students at the
nation’s most elite universities with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Roland Warren
Princeton ‘83, Penn ‘96 – President, National Fatherhood Initiative

"When I was at Brown and Columbia I would have benefited
enormously from the community Christian Union now provides.”

Catherine Billon
Brown ’86, Columbia ’89 – Founder & CEO of RiverWired.com

"As parents of an Ivy League graduate, Christian Union has been
an answer to our prayers, and we can't wait to see what
God has in store for the Ivy League in the years ahead."

Gary and Wanda Webb
Parents of Princeton Graduate ‘03

Advancing the Kingdom of Jesus Christ in the Ivy League


